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A spill or release of a chemical just 
occurred at your facility. 

What do you do? 

Does it need to be reported? 

What information needs to be reported, to 
whom, and how soon?



IF THE RELEASE 
IS IMMEDIATELY 

DANGEROUS 
TO LIFE OR 
HEALTH…

Before you call PEAS.



Unintentional and uncontrolled release of a 
chemical/hazardous material into the environment.



What is a Release?

Spilling Leaking Pumping Emitting

Pouring Emptying Dumping Disposing

Discharging Injecting Escaping

WHEN IN DOUBT, REPORT!!



Where Did It Go?



Different state and 
federal regulations with 
individual reporting 
requirements.



When release or spill occurs of an EHS over the 
Reportable Quantity (RQ) in the EPA List of Lists, 
a facility must make immediate notifications.

Section 304- Spill of an Extremely 
Hazardous Substance (EHS)



Part 201, ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION, OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT, 
1994 PA 451, AS AMENDED
Unpermitted release into the environment over a 24-hour period 
of a hazardous substance* in a quantity equal to or greater than 
its corresponding reportable quantity (RQ).

(*July 1, 2012, edition of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability (CERCLA) list,
 40 CFR302, Table 302.4)



WHEN DO YOU 
MAKE INITIAL 
NOTIFICATION?

• Immediately (within 15-minutes)
• Within 24-Hours
• Within 30 Days
• As Soon as Practical
• As Soon as Practicable
• Promptly
• As Soon as Possible
• Within 8-Hours
• Earliest Practicable Moment



Report an 
Environmental 
Emergency 
• Release Notification 

Information

• Spill and Release 
Reporting 
Information

• PEAS Historical 
Incident Information



The PEAS Process
SOMEONE CALLS 1-800-292-4706

Complaint Spill 24/7 365



CALL PROCESS

PEAS calls come from 
complainant to EGLE;

Incident information forwarded to 
district staff and others as 

needed;

After hours: on call dispatchers 
decides who needs to be 

contacted, with what urgency, 
following PEAS manual 

instructions;
Federal NRC hotline:  800-424-8802

Local 911



The PEAS Team

8:00 AM through 4:30 PM 4:30 PM through 10:00 PM 10:00 PM through 8:00 AM

EGLE EAC
Operators

EGLE
 On-Call

Dispatchers

Michigan
State
Police

EAC = Environmental Assistance Center

We do have a backup call center to answer the phones, if one 
of the PEAS Team cannot answer within 40 seconds.



Information Needed
Who

Caller 
information

Potential 
Responsible 

Party

What
What was 
released?

How much?

Where did it 
go?

When
When did the 
release occur?

Is it still 
happening?

Is someone 
cleaning it up?

Where

Address

Intersection

City and 
County

How
Provide as 

much as detail 
as possible.

Can I report something anonymously ?
Do not forget to get the PEAS number before you hang up.



What Happens Next

The report is sent to the district 
field staff for any follow-up 

needed by EGLE;

And/Or:

The report is sent to an EGLE 
partner state agency.



Partner Agencies

Michigan 
Department of 
Agriculture and 

Rural Development

Michigan 
Department of 
Transportation

Michigan State 
Police

Michigan 
Department of 

Natural Resources

Michigan 
Department of 

Health and Human 
Services



POLLUTION 
EMERGENCY 
ALERTING 
SYSTEM

Convey environmental 
emergency/incident information 

and alert staff and agency 
counterparts to assist in 

minimizing impacts on human 
health, safety and the 

environment.



EGLE Assistance During 
Disasters and Emergencies

•  EGLE provides technical assistance to first responders.

•  EGLE has dedicated staff to provide direct field response in certain scenarios.

Technical Assistance EGLE May Provide:
Household Hazardous Waste   Wetland and Stream Preservation and Recovery
Oil and Hazardous Material Clean-up  Dam Safety
Geo-Technical Evaluation and Testing  Radiological Detection and Assessment
Threatened and Endangered Species  Debris Handling and Disposal
Drinking Water Sampling and Analysis  Chemical Facility Follow-up and Inspection



Lifecycle of an 
Environmental Emergency
All emergencies start and end local:
• Local fire, police, and EMS will be first on-scene.
• Notification to county emergency management program.

Initial decisions may impact response activities and length of recovery time.

More prompt response = shorter recovery.

Tribal entities should meet regularly with their local emergency manager.
• The county emergency manager is responsible for activating and executing the county EOP.



EGLE Roles and 
Responsibilities

Protecting public health and the 
environment.

Provide technical expertise to first 
responders.

Ensure appropriate and timely clean-up of 
spills.

Operate the 24 –hour Pollution Emergency 
Alerting System (PEAS) hotline.



EGLE Post-Event Response

EGLE can assist with 
emergency permitting for 

response work, debris 
disposal, and remediation.

EGLE can assist with outreach 
and messaging for 

environmental issues.

Long-term recovery teams.



Federal Notification Process
1-800-465-9239

Anyone witnessing an oil spill, chemical release, or maritime 
security incident should call the National Response Center (NRC).

• Notices are sent to specific groups based on the nature and 
location of the incident.

• EGLE receives all NRC notices for Michigan and forwards to 
EGLE district staff.

• Reports to NRC notify EPA, Coast Guard, and additional 
Federal resources as needed.



EPA – USCG Incident Management Planning and Response



Federal Resources
Response Resources
• U.S. EPA, On-Scene Coordinators
• Regional Response Team (RRT)
• U.S. Coast Guard – Sector Resources, Atlantic Strike Team
• Michigan National Guard, 51st Civil Support Team

Recovery Resources
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)



800-662-9278  |  Michigan.gov/EGLE

Questions
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