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Updates on the Ozone Standard
Air Quality Track

June 6 – 3:15pm

Air Quality Division – SIP Unit

EGLE-AQD-Rules@Michigan.gov 

Marissa Vaerten
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Overview

• Michigan Ozone Overview

• Current Attainment Status

– Southeast Michigan Area

– West Michigan Area

• Future work

• Open Discussion
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August  ‘ 18
Air  Qualit y Des ignat ions  
Ef f ect ive

Standard set at 70 ppb
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August ‘18
Air Quality 
Designations 
Effective
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2019
Ongoing
AQD addresses
marginal & 
moderate area
requirements 
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Standard set at 70 ppb



7

KEY OUTCOMES

• SEMI Redesignates to 
Attainment/Maintenance

• WM is bumped up to Moderate – 
new requirements:
• VOC and NOx RACT 
• Reasonable Further Progress
• NSR 1.15 to 1 
• Contingency Measures
• Enhanced monitoring plan
• Attainment demonstration

• August 2024 is next attainment 
date for WM

Standard set at 70 ppb
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Current Attainment 
Status

• Majority of the state is in 
Attainment/Unclassifiable

• Southeast Michigan is in 
Attainment/Maintenance

• 1 full and 2 partial West 
Michigan counties are in 
Nonattainment
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Status of Southeast Michigan

• Redesignation Request submitted in 
January 2022.

• Exceptional Events demonstration 
submitted in January 2023.
– EPA concurred and issued a Clean Data Determination.

• Reclassification to moderate issued in 
March 2023.

• Redesignation and Maintenance Plan 
approved May 2023.
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Status of Southeast Michigan 
Redesignation & Maintenance Plan

• Attainment/Maintenance

• Maintenance plan established specific criteria for 
when and how we need to address high ozone levels. 

– Warning Level Response

– Action Level Response

• Continued monitoring of the area for 10 years under 
the current maintenance plan.
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Status of West Michigan

Moderate nonattainment 
requirements, addressed in the 
following SIPs: 

– Attainment Demonstration (submitted 

October 2023)

– Part 6 VOC RACT (submitted March 2024)

– Part 8 NOx RACT (being drafted)
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Part 6 VOC RACT Rules

Promulgated April 2023

Variance established to suspend enforcement in SEMI from those 
new promulgated requirements. 

VOC RACT SIP submittal was sent to EPA in 

March 2024

Currently working on another Part 6 rule package
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Part 8 NOx RACT Rules Timeline

• Fall 2019: Initial stakeholder engagement
– Semi-regular meetings ever since

• Summer 2022 – Mid 2023: Rule language was drafted
– Informal drafts shared with stakeholders and revised based on feedback

• December 2022: Formal rulemaking started as draft rules were being finalized
• May 2024: Public comment period and hearing
• Yet to do: Revisions based on comments received, Joint Committee on 

Administrative Rules (JCAR) report, Environmental Rules Review Committee 
(ERRC) second review, Legislative Service Bureau (LSB) & Michigan Office of 
Administrative Hearings and Rules (MOAHR) review, and then Legislature 
Session days (15).

• Late 2024/Early 2025: Promulgation target
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Design Value ABOVE 70 ppb

• “Bump up” to Serious (additional 
requirements kick in) Design Value AT or BELOW 70 ppb

• EPA issues a Determination of 
Attainment

Status of West Michigan

August ’24
Moderate 

Attainment Date
(DV based on 2021-

2023)
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West Michigan 3-year Design Value Trend

Coloma Holland Muskegon Ozone NAAQS

West Michigan Ozone Monitoring Update
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Future Reclassification Requirements
CAA 

Requirement MARGINAL MODERATE SERIOUS

New Source Review 
Offsets

1.1 to 1 1.15 to 1 1.2 to 1 
Major => 50tpy

Attainment Date 3 years 
(2021)

6 years 
(2024)

9 years 
(2027)

VOC and NOx Reasonably 
Available Control 
Technology (RACT)

No Yes Yes
Extended to sources  

 > 50 tpy

Reasonable Further 
Progress Reductions

No 15% 
VOC

+9%
VOC and/or NOx

Vehicle Inspection & 
Maintenance  Program

No Basic Enhanced

(Not applicable to West Michigan) 

Marginal

Moderate

Serious

Severe

Extreme
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Site 2022 2023
Allowable 
2024

Actual 
2024

Actual (Date) 

2024

Coloma 74 78 60 61* 5/21/2024

Holland 73 75 64 61 5/18/2024

Muskegon 82 75 55 58 5/21/2024

Coloma Holland Muskegon

Value, 
ppb Date

Value, 
ppb Date

Value, 
ppb Date

61 5/21/24 66 5/13/24 61 5/18/24

- - 63 5/24/24 61 5/24/24

- - 62 5/21/24 58 4/22/24

- - 61 5/18/24 58 5/21/24

- - 58 4/29/24 57 5/4/24

4th Highest Values (ppb)

West Michigan Ozone Monitoring Update

Berrien Co. Allegan Co.
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Key Take-Aways

• Southeast Michigan was redesignated to 
attainment/maintenance 

– In maintenance with ongoing monitoring and responses for 10 years

• West Michigan is likely to be reclassified to serious 
nonattainment 

– 1.2 to 1 NSR for major sources => 50 tpy

– VOC and NOx RACT applied to sources >50 tpy
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Thank you!

Marissa Vaerten

EGLE-AQD-Rules@Michigan.gov 

OPEN 

DISCUSSION 

&

QUESTIONS


