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Municipal 
Separate 
Storm 
Sewer 
System 
(MS4)

System designed or used to 
collect or convey stormwater

 Enclosed pipes, roadside 
ditches, swales, roads, and 
parking lots

 Structural controls



Surface 
Waters of 
the State

 Lakes, rivers, streams, 
wetlands, and open drains

 Not a system constructed solely 
to convey stormwater



Outfalls and 
Points of 
Discharge

Outfall

 Discharge from an MS4 
directly to surface waters

Point of Discharge 

 Discharge from an MS4 to 
another MS4



MS4 Program

Quick Facts
Phase I
Ann Arbor

Flint
Grand Rapids

Lansing
Sterling Heights

Warren

Phase II

Nearly 400 cities, 
villages, townships, 
counties, and school 

districts



Expanded 2020 
Urban Area Map
 Updated maps from 

EPA based on the 2020 
Census data.

 Interactive map 
available on the MS4 
webpage: Municipal 
Storm Water Program 
(michigan.gov)

 Traverse City area is 
newest area being 
brought into the MS4 
Program

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/municipal-storm-water
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/municipal-storm-water
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/municipal-storm-water


MS4 
Program: 
The 
StormWater
Management 
Program 
(SWMP)

Each MS4 develops and implements their own SWMP 
which contain the following Minimum Control Measures 
which are technology based effluent limitations (TBELs):

1. Public Participation/Involvement Process

2. Public Education Program

3. Illicit Discharge Elimination Program

4. Construction Stormwater Runoff Control Program

5. Post-Construction Stormwater Runoff Program

6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping Program

And Water Quality Requirements:

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan



Public Participation/Involvement Program

Public 
Participation/
Involvement 

Implementing a public involvement/participation program that 

provides opportunities for community members to participate in 

program development and implementation.



Public 
Education 
Program

Distributing educational materials to the community and conducting 
outreach activities to inform citizens about the impacts of polluted 
stormwater runoff discharges on water quality and the steps that 
can be taken to reduce stormwater pollution. 



Enforcement Response Procedure

Illicit 
Discharge 
Elimination 
Program 

Developing, implementing, and enforcing a program to detect and 

eliminate illicit discharges to the storm sewer system. The program 

includes developing a system map, prohibiting illicit discharges into the 

MS4 through local requirements, a plan to detect and eliminate illicit 

discharges, and informing the community about hazards associated 

with illegal discharges and improper disposal of waste. 



Construction 
Site Runoff 
Control 
Program

Developing and implementing a program to reduce pollutants in 
stormwater runoff to the MS4 from construction activities. 



Illicit Discharge Elimination Program
Developing, implementing, and enforcing a program to address 
discharges of post-construction stormwater runoff from new 
development and redevelopment projects that result in 
disturbance of 1 or more acres. 

Post-
Construction 
Runoff 
Control 



Developing and implementing an operation and maintenance program 
with the goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal 
operations. The program must include municipal staff training on 
pollution prevention measures and techniques, and adoption of 
appropriate controls (e.g., regular street sweeping, reduction in the use 
of pesticides or street salt, frequent catchbasin inspection/cleaning). 

Pollution 
Prevention/Good 
Housekeeping 



Illicit Discharge Elimination ProgramDeveloping and implementing a program to reduce the discharge of 
the TMDL pollutant from the MS4 to make progress in meeting Water 
Quality Standards. The program must include a process for identifying 
and prioritizing BMPs currently being implemented or to be 
implemented and a monitoring plan for assessing the effectiveness of 
the BMPs.

Total Maximum 
Daily Load



Common 
Compliance 
Issues

 Lack of timely follow up on illicit discharges.

 MS4s not applying post-construction standards to their own 
projects.

 Lack of sampling for TMDLs

 Lack of inspection/cleaning of catch basins.

 Lack of street sweeping

 Lack of documentation



Compliance
Successes

 Use of asset management technology to support 
SWMP implementation (e.g.,GIS-based programs 
such as Lucidity, Cityworks, and Roadsoft).

 Use of interns to assist with requirements. 

 Increased awareness of other sources of E. coli, 
like dogs! 

 Purchasing new equipment or contracting work to 
ensure long-term implementation. 

 Reintroduction of legislation to allow for the 
creation of optional stormwater utilities.



Application 
Updates

The MS4 applications 
now provide specific 
requirements: 

• Catch Basin 
Inspections 1x/3 years

• Street Sweeping 
2x/year



Progress 
Report Update 
– Changing to 
Annual 
Progress 
Reports



Why the move to annual reports?

• with EPA’s e-reporting ruleAlign

• with other MS4 programs across the 
countryAlign

• EGLE staff with concise informationProvide

• a place to upload the information 
MS4s collect on an annual basisAllow



When to 
expect annual 
progress 
reports?

Permits that have 
been reissued in 
2025 and after

Due date shifting 
from April 1 to 
March 1



What 
information is 
needed for 
the progress 
report?

 Initial reporting period will be 
from your reissued permit’s 
effective date through 12/31 
of the same year

 Data you collect currently 
per permit requirements

 No uploads of reports are 
required



Examples of 
Questions

Does the permit indicate collaboration on PPP?  

Is the most recently approved Stormwater 
Management Program (SWMP) available on a 
permittee website? if no, provide a date when this will 
be completed: _____

Is a contact listed on the website for the public to 
comment on the SWMP? if no, provide a date when 
this will be completed: _____



Examples of 
Questions

Was dry-weather screening performed during the 
reporting period? 

• If no, provide an explanation 

• If yes, provide the number of outfalls and/or points of 
discharge dry-weather screened (field observation):____ 

Of the outfalls and/or points of discharge identified 
above, was dry-weather flow observed? 

• If yes, provide the number of outfalls or points of discharge 
had dry-weather flow: ______

• Was a field screening performed in each instance when dry 
weather flow was observed, including indicator parameter 
testing in accordance with the schedule? if no, provide an 
explanation:______ 



Resources
All MS4 permittees were notified via 
MiEnviro in September 2025

 Notification included FAQs and the questions in 
the report

EGLE has developed a tracking tool to share 
with permittees 

 More reviews required to make available on the 
MS4 webpage



Thank you!

Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect

Questions?

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0
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