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What is an EGLE Brownfield?

Property that is KNOWN or SUSPECTED to be 
contaminated and redevelopment is 

complicated by the past use of property



Says Who?

Part 196 – Brownfield Redevelopment 
Grants and Loans

Part 201 – Cleanup program

Part 213 – Underground Storage Tank 
program

Act 381 – Brownfield Redevelopment 
Financing Act



Purpose of Michigan’s 
Brownfield Program

Reduce Sprawl

Address 
Contamination

Revitalize 
Communities

Photo Credit: Genesee County Parks



We ALL Share a Common Goal

Safe & Successful 
Development

LUG
EGLE

Developer



Why is it so tough?

• Spend as little as possible

• Work as fast as possible
Developer

• Usually need more info

• Takes more time and money
EGLE



The Challenges

Expectation Reality

Life of a Brownfield Project



Common Issues at Brownfield
Redevelopment Sites

Time Money Urban Fill Hg VIAP



Additional Challenges

EGLE (brownfield and district staff)

Local government (needs to be all in)

Brownfield redevelopment authority (sometimes)

Developer

Consultant(s)

MEDC (sometimes)

MSHDA (sometimes)

There are a LOT of Players on the Team 

Image Credit: Ioannis Nomikos



Brownfield Project Goals Photo source: 
ReviseSociology.com

What are we looking for?

Chevy Commons / “Chevy in the Hole” - Flint

Environmental benefit

Economic benefit

Social benefit



EGLE’s Brownfield Program

Brownfield

Coordinators

Outreach 
& 

Facilitate

Projects

• Bring In

• Manage



EGLE’s Brownfield Incentive Programs

Brownfield Site Assessment Program

Brownfield Grants + Loans

Brownfield Tax Increment Financing (TIF)



Purpose of BSA Program

Liability 
protection 
(in some 
cases)

Market 
underutilized 

properties

Facilitate 
real-estate 

transactions 
for 

redevelop. 
projects

Data to 
support 
projects



Brownfield Site 
Assessment (BSA) Program

•LUGs, non-profits, developers, 
prospective purchasers, property 
owners, tribes (federal funds)

•Public and privately owned sites

Who's 
Eligible?

• Asbestos / Haz. Materials Surveys

• Phase I/II Env. Site Assessments

• BEAs

• Due Care Investigations

• Due Care Planning

• Incremental Sampling

What Does 
it Pay For? It’s Free!



BSA typical Timeline



Brownfield Grants & Loans

1 project/year, up to $1M grant

Contaminated (Facility)

Previously Developed

Redevelopment Planned

Loan Terms: Up to $1M, 15 yrs; 5 yrs 
payment/interest free; 1.5% thereafter

Overview:

Allen Neighborhood Center – Lansing 



Projects That Don’t Work for Brownfield

• No redevelopment

• Investment < grant amount

• LUG already had a grant this 

year (only get 1 project/yr)

• Project is not a facility

• Developer caused the release

• Not previously developed (farm 

field)

• Not supported by the LUG



Brownfield Grants & Loans Photo source: 
ReviseSociology.com

• LUGSWho

• Assessment

• Due Care (make it safe)

• Response Activities 
(clean it up)

• UST Removal & Closure

• Demo & Abatement*

Activities

Eligibility

*May be subject 

to “50/50 rule”



Grant / Loan TYPICAL Timeline



Overview of EGLE Brownfield TIF

Must be facility

Approved locally

Reimbursed over time (up to 30 yrs)

Based on increased property value

Works great with loans



EGLE Brownfield TIF

HOW IT WORKS:



EGLE Brownfield TIF Photo source: 
ReviseSociology.com

• LUGs → BRAs
Who is 

Eligible?

• Assessment

• Due Care (make it 
safe)

• Response Activities 
(clean it up)

• UST Removal & Closure

• Demo & Abatement

Activities

1601 Madison Ave. – Former Dexter Lock



EGLE Brownfield tif 
TYPICAL Timeline



Brownfield Success
Former Cadillac Stamping Plant – Detroit

BEFORE

• Automotive stamping

• Vacant since 2015

• Contaminated –
solvents, petroleum, 
metals, PCBs



AFTER

• $1,000,000 BF Grant, $8.3 MM TIF

• VMS, Soil and water management, 
gasketing

• $47.8M investment, 195 new jobs

• $13.4M Taxable value increase

Brownfield Success
Former Cadillac Stamping Plant – Detroit



Brownfield Success
Allen Place - Lansing

BEFORE

• Former gas & 
auto service, dry 
cleaner

• Contaminated –
petroleum, 
solvents, metals



Brownfield Success
Allen Place- Lansing

AFTER

• $850,000 EGLE BF 
Grant

• VMS, demo, soil 
management 
removal of USTs

• $11.3 capital 
investment, 15 jobs

• Mixed-income rental 
housing units, health 
clinic, food co-op, 
and accelerator 
kitchen



Brownfield Success
Royal Oak Cottages – Royal Oak Township



Brownfield Success
Royal Oak Cottages – Royal Oak Township

BEFORE

• 24 vacant 
residential 
parcels

• Contaminated 
urban fill



BROWNFIELD SUCCESS
ROYAL OAK COTTAGES – ROYAL OAK TOWNSHIP

AFTER

• $410,000 BF Grant

• $16M investment

• 24 single family 
affordable homes

Brownfield Success
Royal Oak Cottages – Royal Oak Township



Tools, Resources and Tips



Guidance and Templates Photo source: 
ReviseSociology.com

Eligible Activities

Deliverables

Markup

G-L Management Roles

• We got ‘em

• Follow ‘em

• Let us help 
you help 
yourself



EGLE’S RIDE MAPPER

Can help locate known sites of environmental 

contamination in your community



EGLE’S RIDE Database

Provides site information for leaking 
underground storage tanks and environmentally 

contaminated properties



Key Take Aways

✓ Our goal is to safely 

redevelop 

contaminated 

properties

✓ Reach out early in the 

process

✓ Call with questions – 

we are here to help!

Image Credit: giphy.com



Thank you! Questions?

Doug Koop - Brownfield Coordinator 

EGLE Kalamazoo District Office

KoopD@Michigan.gov | 517-245-5054

Links to Resources:

- Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE)

- EGLE Brownfield Redevelopment Program

- Remediation Information Data Exchange (RIDE) (michigan.gov)

- EGLE’s RIDE Mapper

Sarah Venner - Brownfield Coordinator 

EGLE Lansing District Office

VennerS@Michigan.gov | 586-295-2225

http://www.michigan.gov/egle
http://www.michigan.gov/egle
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/maps-data/ride
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/maps-data/ride
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/caac24695429449bbf6cc6d89c111d3b/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/caac24695429449bbf6cc6d89c111d3b/
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