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 Air Permit to Install 
Exemption Handbook

 Online version available

 Inspectors can provide a 
hard copy when onsite

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Permits/AQD/PTI/Guidance/pti-exemption-booklet.pdf?rev=21c7e02e9c234fd0bd67e15e87f07fa9&hash=A6E42DE4DE9A7EB615877D85F36B3C66
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Permits/AQD/PTI/Guidance/pti-exemption-booklet.pdf?rev=21c7e02e9c234fd0bd67e15e87f07fa9&hash=A6E42DE4DE9A7EB615877D85F36B3C66
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Permits/AQD/PTI/Guidance/pti-exemption-booklet.pdf?rev=21c7e02e9c234fd0bd67e15e87f07fa9&hash=A6E42DE4DE9A7EB615877D85F36B3C66


Overview:
The Most 
Common 
Recordkeeping 
Rules

 Common Records-Required Exemption Rules:
 Rule 278a

 Rule 287(2)(c)

 Rule 290

 Rule 291

 Recordkeeping Tips



Rule 278a:
The 
Gatekeeper of 
Exemptions!



Rule 278a



Rule 278



Rule 278a(2): 
30-day 
Request

Keep on-hand, the following information for a Rule 
278a(2) Request:

 Rule 278a information (equipment description, 
exemption used, etc)

 Rule 278 Analysis – Demonstration that Rule 278 does 
not apply

 Any additional records
 Per inspector request

 Records required by the exemption



Recordkeeping 
Exemptions

 Includes, but not limited to:
 Storage of aqueous solutions – HCl not more than 11 wt% 

(Rule 284(2)(h)(iv))

 Storage of noncarcinogenic liquids where the contents have a 
true vapor of 1.5 psia or less (Rule 284(2)(i))

 Craft distillery operations – Monthly Production in gallons 
(Rule 285(2)(nn))

 Concrete batch plants – Monthly records of cubic yards 
produced (Rule 289(2)(d))



Non-
recordkeeping 
Exemptions

 Examples of Non-recordkeeping Exemptions
 Fuel burning equipment for space heating firing sweet natural 

gas (Rule 282(2)(b))

 Internal combustion engines < 10 MMBtu/hr max heat input          
(Rule 285(2)(g))

 Plastic injection molding equipment (Rule 286(2)(b))



Common 
Recordkeeping 
Exemptions

 Rule 287(2)(c) – Surface Coating Lines

 Rule 290 – Emission Units with Limited Emissions

 Rule 291 – Emission Units with “de minimis” Emissions



Rule 287(2)(c)

Surface coating: Any paint, lacquer, varnish, ink, adhesive, 
or other coating material applied on a surface (Rule 119(z))



Rule 287(2)(c): 
Acceptable 
Recordkeeping

 What is considered acceptable recordkeeping?
 Actual usage, in gallons, of each coating, 

tracked on a monthly basis

 Actual usage should be total gallons “minus” 
(without) water



Rule 287(2)(c): 
“Minus Water” 
Requirement

 “Minus Water” Example:

 Used 100 gallons of “Red” coating in January.

 SDS says that the “Red” coating contains 40% water by 
volume

 Actual gallons used,  minus water, would be 60 gallons.



Rule 287(2)(c) 
Recordkeeping 
Example

January 2026

Manufacturer Product 

ID

Coating 

Type

Coating 

Usage (gal)

Water 

Content

Coating 

Usage 

Minus water 

(gal)

Paint Corp 1111 Topcoat 200 60 vol% 80

Paint Corp 2222 Topcoat 100 40 vol% 60

Paint Corp 3333 Topcoat 200 75 vol% 50

Total Gallons 

Without 

Water

190

Rule 287(2)(c) Permit to Install Exemption Record: Surface Coating Equipment

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Forms/AQD/PTI/EQP3562-Rule287-2-c-PTI-Surface-Coating-Equipment-Exemption-Record.pdf


Rule 287(2)(c):
Do I have to 
subtract 
water?

It depends!

 Reporting with water is a conservative approach.

 Low monthly usage (e.g. 30 gal) may be ok to include 
water

 Monthly usage close to 200-gallon limit?
 Re-evaluate the “with water” strategy

 Goal is to ensure compliance with limit



Rule 287(2)(c):
Say “No” to 
Purchase 
Records

 “Blue Coating” Purchase Records 
 360 gallons purchased January – June 2026

 Company Calculations:


360 𝑔𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝐵𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝐶𝑜𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔

6 𝑚𝑜𝑛𝑡ℎ𝑠
 =  60 gallons Blue Coating per month

 Compliance? 
 Records are inconclusive



Rule 287(2)(c): 
Say “No” to 
Purchase 
Records

Month Quantity Purchased (gallons)

January 2026 160

February 2026 50

March 2026 200

April 2026 25

May 2026 85

June 2026 120



Rule 290: 
You Got This!

Rule 290 Guidance

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/AQD/AQD-Laws-Rules/air-pollution-control-rules/part02/apc-rule290-guidance.pdf?rev=40e69fbe8af74ee7b050ab03b92335b1&hash=5A6FA0C970F6E9A18DDAF0F6D605E3A2


Rule 290: 
You Got This!

 Choose either controlled or uncontrolled emissions for entire 
demonstration

 Non-ROP sources – Keep records for most recent 2 years

 ROP sources – Keep records for most recent 5 years



Rule 290: 
Buckets!



Rule 290: 
Buckets 
Continued



Rule 291:
“De Minimis” 
Emissions

 Uses Potential to Emit

 Evaluates Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs) and “other” 
Air Contaminants

 Potential to Emit Guidebook

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Regulatory-Assistance/Guidebooks/PTE-Workbook/PTE-Workbook-complete.pdf?rev=8bf0d348aec64f87bd891f228d51a02c&hash=1478B58B48E76DF43A837A868C4BFBCE
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Regulatory-Assistance/Guidebooks/PTE-Workbook/PTE-Workbook-complete.pdf?rev=8bf0d348aec64f87bd891f228d51a02c&hash=1478B58B48E76DF43A837A868C4BFBCE


Rule 291



Rule 291: 
Research & 
Document

 Identify and document all TACs released from the 
process/process equipment

 Research and document associated Screening Levels
 Air Toxic Chemical Search - MiEnviro Portal

 Identify and Document the Screening Level

 Use the Screening Level to identify and document the 
Rule 291 “bucket” the TAC falls into.

 Calculate Potential to Emit

https://mienviro.michigan.gov/ncore/external/chemicalcriteria/list
https://mienviro.michigan.gov/ncore/external/chemicalcriteria/list
https://mienviro.michigan.gov/ncore/external/chemicalcriteria/list
https://mienviro.michigan.gov/ncore/external/chemicalcriteria/list
https://mienviro.michigan.gov/ncore/external/chemicalcriteria/list


Rule 291 
Example

 Propylene Oxide: ITSL 30, IRSL 0.3, SRSL 3

 Methyl chloroform: ITSL only

 Tetranitromethane: ITSL 0.4, IRSL 0.00066, SRSL 0.0066

Toxic Air 

Contaminant

(TAC)

Screening Level 

(ITSL, IRSL, 

SRSL)

Rule 291 Limit 

for that 

screening level

Potential to 

Emit (tons per 

year)

Propylene Oxide 0.3 IRSL 0.06 tons per year 0.01

Methyl 

chloroform

6000 ITSL 0.12 tons per year 0.2

Tetranitromethan

e

0.000066 IRSL 0.006 tons per 

year

0.4



Rule 291:
Table 23



Summary

 Document Rule 278a/Rule 278 Demonstrations

 Keep records, as required by your chosen exemption 
rule

 We’re here to help!
 Reach out to your district inspector if you have any questions 

with recordkeeping strategies



Thank you!

Questions?


	Slide 1: Recordkeeping for Exemptions
	Slide 2: Permit to Install Exemption Handbook (February 2020)
	Slide 3: Overview: The Most Common Recordkeeping Rules
	Slide 4: Rule 278a:  The Gatekeeper of Exemptions!
	Slide 5: Rule 278a
	Slide 6: Rule 278
	Slide 7: Rule 278a(2): 30-day Request
	Slide 8:  Recordkeeping Exemptions
	Slide 9: Non-recordkeeping Exemptions
	Slide 10: Common Recordkeeping Exemptions
	Slide 11: Rule 287(2)(c)
	Slide 12: Rule 287(2)(c): Acceptable Recordkeeping
	Slide 13: Rule 287(2)(c): “Minus Water” Requirement
	Slide 14: Rule 287(2)(c) Recordkeeping Example
	Slide 15: Rule 287(2)(c): Do I have to subtract water?
	Slide 16: Rule 287(2)(c): Say “No” to Purchase Records
	Slide 17: Rule 287(2)(c): Say “No” to Purchase Records
	Slide 18: Rule 290:  You Got This!
	Slide 19: Rule 290:  You Got This!
	Slide 20: Rule 290: Buckets!
	Slide 21: Rule 290: Buckets Continued
	Slide 22: Rule 291: “De Minimis” Emissions
	Slide 23: Rule 291
	Slide 24: Rule 291: Research & Document
	Slide 25: Rule 291 Example
	Slide 26: Rule 291: Table 23
	Slide 27: Summary
	Slide 28

